FOR THE LATROBE VALLEY

Latrobe Valley
The Valley is a strong and proud local community. And with a government
that’s on its side, the Valley will have a strong and proud future too.
That’s why Labor has spent every day over the last four years doing the things we said we would.
We’re backing local workers, helping to create thousands of new jobs and securing tens of millions
of dollars in investment to grow the Latrobe Valley’s economy.
We’re modernising local schools to make sure every child has the best start in life, no matter where
they live or their background.
We’re fixing local roads and local rail, and using local workers and materials to create more local jobs.
To give locals the skills they need for the jobs they want, we’ve brought back Tech Schools and rebuilt
the TAFE system, and now we’re making TAFE free.
And we’re upgrading the Latrobe Regional Hospital, to make sure local families can rely on quality
care, close to home.
But we know there’s more to do.
That’s why a re-elected Labor Government will continue to back local workers and their families,
by backing new industries that lead to new jobs.
We’ll make local roads safer, build 800 new local car parks and fix bottlenecks on the Gippsland Line.
We’ll continue to improve our local schools and invest in the local health services that families rely on,
including increasing the number of specialist medical appointments.
We’ll install solar panels on rooftops to bring down power bills, and create new jobs in the Valley
while we do.
We’ll fund three-year-old kinder for every child, build more kindergartens and invest in free dental for
local kids.
And we’ll deliver the projects that make this strong community even stronger.
Only Labor has a positive plan for the Latrobe Valley’s future – and only Labor will keep
delivering for all Victorians.
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Local jobs
for local
workers

Only Labor understands the importance of good, secure and decent jobs.
And only Labor understands that with the closure of Hazelwood, and the Valley transitioning to new
industry, it’s more important than ever that we continue to back local jobs for local workers.
It’s why we created the Latrobe Valley Authority and invested $40 million into the Latrobe Valley
Economic Development Program to help grow future industries, local jobs and the Valley’s economy.
We’re also helping former Hazelwood workers transfer into new jobs at other Latrobe Valley power
stations, as part of our landmark Worker Transfer Scheme.
And we’ve helped generate over $1 billion in private investment in the Valley, with 8,200 new jobs
created across the Latrobe-Gippsland region since Labor was elected in 2014.
But we know there’s more to do.

NEW INDUSTRIES FOR NEW JOBS
The Latrobe Valley is set to become the capital of electric vehicle manufacturing in Australia, with
Labor providing support that will create hundreds of new jobs, help boost the local economy and
support workers transitioning to new industries.
Labor is providing support for the Australian-owned SEA Electric to set up a massive new electric
vehicle factory in Morwell – creating 500 jobs in the process.
It means SEA will be able to assemble 2,400 vehicles per year, with plans to double production as
the facility ramps up its capacity in coming years.
And already, the company is recruiting local workers to fill roles at its existing facility while its
Latrobe Valley factory is being built.
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BRIGHTER FUTURE WITH SOLAR VICTORIA
A re-elected Labor Government will create up to 50 new jobs in the Latrobe Valley with a new
government agency, Solar Victoria, to be based in Morwell.
Solar Victoria will be responsible for rolling out Labor’s Solar Homes program, which is putting power
back into the hands of Victorians and cutting electricity bills with solar panels, batteries or solar hot
water systems for 770,000 homes over the next 10 years.
Solar Victoria will work with industry, regulators and training organisations to deliver the $1.3 billion
program, and will be located at the new GovHub in Morwell.

LOCAL JOBS WITH THE GOVHUB
Construction of the GovHub – one of the first three to be built in our state – will start later this year,
creating 100 construction jobs.
Located at 65 Church Street in Morwell, the new GovHub will house up to 300 workers, including Earth
Resources Regulation staff, who will establish a new head office in the Latrobe Valley, Parks Victoria
staff, and staff from the Environmental Protection Agency.
With mine regulation and rehabilitation a key focus for the region, the regulator’s new head office will
ensure the best local minds are working for the community

NEW FORENSIC HUB JOBS
Labor is building a state-of-the-art forensic hub for Victoria Police in Morwell. The construction is
creating local jobs, with 30 full-time positions, three apprentices and two trainees working on the site.
Once complete, the Morwell hub will host 11 Victoria Police forensic officers and a support staff
member.
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Quality care,
wherever
you live

Wherever you live, every Victorian should be able to rely on quality
healthcare, close to home.
That’s why Labor has made big investments in our regional hospitals and health services, with the
biggest fund ever dedicated to regional health infrastructure in Victorian history.
We also ended the ambulance crisis, delivering more paramedics and investing in more nurses.
It means the best ambulance response times on record, a shorter waiting list for surgery and better,
faster care for local patients.
But we know there’s more to do.

REGIONAL MEDICAL SPECIALISTS
Right now, many local patients are required to travel to Melbourne for their treatment, or face big outof-pocket costs for a local private appointment.
It’s why a re-elected Labor Government will make sure local patients have the quality care they need,
with 500,000 extra appointments with medical specialists in regional and rural Victoria.
These appointments will cover the things that local communities need most, caring for patients with a
heart condition, struggling with arthritis or fighting cancer.
In the Latrobe Valley, patients will be able to access 10,500 additional specialist appointments over the
next four years.
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LATROBE REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Locals will be able to get the care they need faster and closer to home with a re-elected Labor
Government to deliver a massive expansion of the Latrobe Regional Hospital at Traralgon.
We’ve already delivered a bigger emergency department, cardiac surgery facilities and more than
70 new hospital beds for local families, with the upgraded hospital opened this year.
Next, Labor will invest $217 million to build the next stage of Latrobe Regional Hospital’s expansion,
delivering an extra 44 new beds and slashing elective surgery waiting times.
The hospital’s theatre complex will be expanded to include three new operating theatres, providing
up to 6,200 more elective surgeries per year and cut waiting times for local families.
Mums and bubs will get the very best care with the maternity unit to be expanded with two new
birthing suites and six new maternity beds, as well as six special care nursery cots.
Locals will also have peace of mind knowing that if they’re in an accident or emergency, they’ll be
able to get the help they need, with the project to include six new intensive care unit beds and an
extra emergency department bay.
There will also be 227 new car parking spaces, making it easier for family and friends to visit a loved
one in the hospital.
The project will create 600 construction jobs, with a re-elected Labor Government to finalise the
designs next year and finish work by 2023.

RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION BEDS
Labor is making sure that young people with drug and alcohol addiction get the treatment they need.
A new 20-bed facility will be built in the Valley, providing 24-hour supervision and support programs.
The exact location of the facility is yet to be determined, however work is underway to find appropriate
land in the Morwell region.
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Giving every
child the chance
to succeed

Every child deserves a great start in life.
Since being elected, Labor has invested $775 million in regional schools, upgrading and improving
hundreds of schools across our state.
We’ve rescued our TAFE system, restoring funding and rebuilding campuses, including facilities in
Morwell and Sale.
And because we want to make sure that the next generation of Victorians have the next generation of
skills, we’re investing in new Tech Schools, including the Gippsland Tech School in Morwell.
But we know there’s more to do.

THREE-YEAR-OLD KINDER FOR LOCAL KIDS
In an Australian first, every Victorian child born under a re-elected Labor Government will start
kindergarten a year earlier, getting our kids ready for school, and set for life.
As part of this transformational investment, Labor will undertake our state’s biggest early education
build, with almost 1,000 new and upgraded kinders across the state.
In Latrobe City, Labor’s commitment will see around 450 extra kinder places created by 2029,
equivalent to more than eight new early education services.

FREE DENTAL
Students across Gippsland will have a brighter smile with a re-elected Labor Government to provide
free dental care at all public primary and secondary schools.
The $395.8 million initiative will save families around $400 a year per child in dental costs, as well as
the inconvenience of taking time off work for appointments.
In Gippsland, this will mean more than 27,000 students will be able to access free dental care
at school.
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BETTER SCHOOLS FOR THE VALLEY’S FAMILIES
We’ve made real investments in education, upgrading dozens of local schools and making sure local
kids have the learning spaces they deserve.
This includes a new gym for students at Baringa Special School, new classrooms for Drouin Secondary
College and delivering the Morwell Regeneration project, a new single, state-of-the-art education facility
for local families.
But because there is nothing more important than the future of our kids, a re-elected Labor
Government will continue to invest in local schools.
This includes making sure families in Churchill have the great local school their kids deserve, with $2.6
million to upgrade Churchill Primary School, replacing tired old classrooms with new state-of-the-art
classrooms and facilities.
Labor will also deliver a massive upgrade to Traralgon (Kosciuszko Street) Primary School, investing
$2.89 million to demolish the school’s Block A and replace it with a brand new permanent building.
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Better Local
Rail & Roads

No one wants to spend time stuck in traffic or waiting for a train.
That’s why we’re making the big investments in local road and rail to get people home sooner.
We’re fixing hundreds of kilometres of regional roads and upgrading every single regional rail line in
the state, including the Gippsland Line, and delivering brand new V/Line trains, built by Victorians, for
Victorians.
But we know there’s more to do.

IMPROVING RELIABILITY ON THE GIPPSLAND LINE
A re-elected Labor Government will improve reliability and service times for local passengers on the
Gippsland Line by untangling metro and regional train tracks.
Labor will deliver a Superstation at Pakenham, including a dedicated V/Line track and third platform to
separate the regional and metropolitan trains at the new station.
This will reduce congestion, improve reliability and get passengers where they need to be sooner.

MORE PARKING AT MORWELL AND TRARALGON
The hunt for a car park will be easier for locals in Morwell and Traralgon, under a re-elected Labor
Government.
Labor will build 300 extra free car parks in Morwell and 500 in Traralgon, taking the pressure off
neighbouring streets and making it easier for locals to get in and out.
Multi-deck car parks will be considered and because locals know local needs best, Labor will work with
Council and the local community to determine locations of the car parks.
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RAIL LOOP TO CONNECT GIPPSLAND & THE VALLEY
Labor will embark upon the biggest transformation of public transport in Australia’s history, with a new
underground rail network set to circle Melbourne connecting every major regional train line from the
Gippsland line to the Geelong line.
This investment means that no longer will locals have to travel through the centre of Melbourne to get
to where they want to go.
Instead they’ll be able to connect via a regional super hub in Clayton, providing a connection to
education and health services, including Monash, Deakin and La Trobe Universities and major hospitals
including Box Hill and the Austin hospitals, alongside a direct connection to Melbourne Airport.
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Backing
the Valley

The Valley is a strong and proud local community. And with a government on its
side, we know the Valley has a bright future.
It’s why our Labor Government has been investing in the projects that matter to local families.
That includes an unprecedented investment in community sporting infrastructure for local sporting
clubs and athletes, with over 500 jobs created along the way to boot.
We’re building a Gippsland Regional Aquatic and Leisure Centre, redeveloping the Gippsland Regional
Indoor Sports and Entertainment Complex, upgrading Morwell Recreation Reserve and improving the
Ted Summerton Reserve in Moe.
And we’re bring the best NBL and WNBL stars to the Valley, and supporting a full Big Bash League
match against the Adelaide Strikers in January.
But we know there’s more to do.

LOCAL SPORTING FACILITIES FOR LOCAL FAMILIES
Local sports clubs play a huge role in the life of the Valley.
It’s why Labor will invest $286,000 to install new lights at the Traralgon City Soccer Club, allowing
matches to continue after dark.
Traralgon Tennis Club will also benefit, with $27,000 to install a new lift, creating better access for
every tennis fan.
And in a vote of confidence for the Valley’s young sports stars, Labor will create a new basketball hub
in Traralgon – one of seven around the state – giving local kids access to the best training programs
close to home.
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SWITCHED ON WITH FREE WI-FI IN MORWELL, MOE & TRARALGON
A re-elected Labor Government will bring our free public Wi-Fi network, the largest free outdoor
network of its kind in Australia, to the Latrobe Valley.
The free public Wi-Fi service will offer an option for businesses, students, commuters and visitors to
get online and keep connected.

A NEW LOCAL FOODBANK HUB
Morwell will benefit from a re-elected Labor Government’s $10 million investment to establish two new
Foodbank Hubs.
These new food hubs will expand Foodbank’s critical work, extending its fresh food supply to almost
100,000 families, as well as creating new local jobs.
Morwell’s Hub will serve as a centralised regional warehouse, addressing the current storage bottleneck
and providing the critical missing link between Foodbank’s supply of foods and families in need.

GIPPSLAND LAKES
Families heading down to the Lakes will have better boating facilities and more fish to catch under
a re-elected Labor Government.
Labor will give the Gippsland Lakes back to recreational anglers, phasing out commercial fishing to
boost local tourism and create jobs.
In another boost for Gippsland tourism, Labor will invest $1.5 million for a new on-water café on
Bullock Island in partnership with the Lakes Entrance Fishermen’s Co-Operative Society.
And in further good news for local fishers, Labor will abolish boat launch and car park fees, with
all licencing fees going back into improving facilities and safety.

GIPPSLAND PLAINS RAIL TRAIL
A re-elected Labor Government will invest $1 million to improve the Gippsland Plains Rail Trail, including
construction of the Thomson River Bridge and three kilometres of new trail.
Labor’s investment will also see the completion of the Princes Highway to Marshalls Road trail section,
including the car park, track sealing, and upgrade works.
As well as being great news for local families, an even bigger and better Gippsland Plains Rail Trail will
attract more visitors and more tourist dollars for local communities.

SAFELY MANAGING ASBESTOS IN THE VALLEY
In a community with industry at its heart, we need to ensure hazardous materials are well managed.
Labor will commission the Latrobe Health Advocate Jane Anderson to chair a regional forum to design
a plan for the management, demolition, transportation and disposal of asbestos in the Latrobe Valley.
Expert agencies and the local community will work together on the plan, bringing local knowledge and
industry best practice to the process.
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